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Thus, then, it is seen that ours is the old Church of England, tracing its origin, not to Cranmer, and Ridley, who only reformed it; 'hut that it is the only Church of England, which traces its origin up through the Apostles, to our SAVIOUK HIMSELF. To adopt the words of a learned and pious writer: " The orthodox and undoubted Bishops of . Great Britain are the only persons who in any manner, whether hy ordination or possession, can prove their descent from the ancient Saints and Bishops of these Isles. It is a positive fact, that they, and they alone, can trace their ordinations from Peter and Paul, through Patrick, Augustine, Theodore, Colman, Coluinha, David, Cuth-bert, Chad, Anselm, Osmund, and all the other worthies of our Church." " It is true that there are some schis-matical Romish Bishops in these realms, but they are of a recent origin, and cannot show the prescription and possession that we can. Some of these teachers do not profess to be Bishops of our churches, but are titular Bishops of places we know not. Others usurp the titles of various churches in these Islands, but are neither in possession themselves, nor can prove that their predecessors ever occupied them. The Sect (the sect of English Papists or Roman Catholics) arose in the reign ot Queen Elizabeth, when certain persons, unhappily and blindly devoted to the See of Rome, refused to obey and communicate with their lawful pastors, who, in accordance with the law of GOD and the canons, asserted the ancient independence of the British and Irish Church; and the Roman Patriarch then ordained a few Bishops to Sees in Ireland, which were already occupied by legitimate pastors. In England this ministry is of later origin; for the first Bishop of that communion was a titular Bishop of Chal-cedon in the seventeenth century."
The ecclesiastical state of England, as it stands at this day, is divided into two provinces or archbishoprics, of Canterbury and York. The Archbishop of Canterbury is stiled Metropolitan and Primate of all England, and the Archbishop of York Primate of England. Each Archbishop has within his province Bishops of several dioceses. The Archbishop of Canterbury has under him within his province, of ancient foundations, Rochester, his principal chaplain, London his dean, Winchester p